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Levels of illegal drug use in France in 2023 

 

On International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, the French Monitoring Centre for Drugs 

and Drug Addiction (OFDT), unveiled the initial results of its Survey on Representations, Opinions, and 

Perceptions regarding Psychoactive Drugs (EROPP), conducted in 2023, while the last figures dated from 

2017. This edition of Tendances describes current use levels of illicit drugs, poppers and nitrous oxide, 

among adults in mainland France. Changes in the French population over the last six years are also 

presented. 

 

In 2023, half of French adults had already experimented with cannabis, which remains the most widely 

used illicit drug, and whose use (10.8% in the last 12 months) has remained stable over the past decade. 

Although young adults remain the most affected, consumption levels are declining in this age group while 

increasing among older adults. 

 

On the other hand, experimentation with and use of stimulants, particularly cocaine, are on the rise. Almost 

one in ten adults has used powdered cocaine at least once, and one in twelve has used MDMA. These 

increases are occurring amid an expanding supply, both in France and across Europe. 

 

"The rise in cocaine use calls for great vigilance and can be explained by a variety of factors, 

all of which combine to create a more holistic picture," explains Guillaume Airagnes, director 

of the OFDT. These factors include greater availability, but also a diminishing perception of 

the danger of cocaine, and a diversification of motivations for consumption, for example to try 

to cope with difficult working conditions.” 

With 2.7% of users per year (compared to 1.6% in 2017), cocaine is the second most commonly used illicit 

drug in France. As for MDMA/ecstasy, its experimentation also increased significantly between 2017 and 

2023 (rising from 5.0% to 8.2%), and its current use has doubled (from 1.0% to 1.8%). 
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